General Anisthetic and Sedation Techniques for Dentistry by W J Pryor and A D Macalister pp 152 illustrated £2.50 Bristol: John Wright 1971 This small volume of 138 pages, edited by a New Zealand anaesthetist and one of his dental surgical colleagues, is entirely devoted to outpatient dental anesthesia.
Part I is 'aimed at undergraduates'; it is contributed by the editors themselves, and begins with a compact account of respiratory physiology. Two brief but adequate chapters on the pharmacology of inhalational and intravenous agents are followed by a fairly detailed description of apparatus and technique for inhalational anesthesia in the sitting position, which many would regard as rather dated; it includes limitation of the inspired oxygen, and only demand-flow gas machines and uncalibrated vaporizers are described. Intravenous aneesthetics are briefly mentioned in this section as possible agents for very short procedures or for induction before inhalation anmsthesia. Part I concludes with brief sections on 'emergencies and complications' and immediate resuscitation; 'external heart compression' is to continue 'until the pulse returns' but no mention is made of possible transfer to hospital or the use of drugs or electrical defibrillation. It must be very difficult to justify the statement that 'intravenous anesthesia is really a postgraduate subject'; surely the undergraduate should be given a comprehensive view of the available modern techniques.
The eight chapters in Part II are written 'for graduates'; five of these are by authors other than the editors and some divergence of opinions is therefore to be expected; these differences are particularly accentuated because the main topic of discussion is the controversial one of intravenous anmsthesia and sedation. The chapter on premedication seems to be a little out of context. It reaches the usually accepted conclusion ('for outpatients . . . there is probably no need for any premedication') but, in so doing, it discusses premedications worthy of major abdominal surgery. A short chapter deals adequately with 'oral medication for the child dental patient', and one on 'recent advances' includes mention of continuous-flow machines, pre-mixed gases and graduated vaporizers. There is a section on 'legal aspects', and a concluding section on resuscitation extends the account of this subject in Part I. This book reflects the controversy which, unfortunately, surrounds outpatient dental antsthesia at the present time, but it is too confused to succeed in its object ofbeing a 'practical manual for dentists and doctors who may be called upon to administer general anesthetics in the dental surgery'. It contains the principal current references and has an adequate index and clear illustrations. It is well bound in the manner which has come to be expected of Messrs John Wright.
T B BOULTON
Diseases of the Newborn by Alexander J Schaffer MD and Mary Ellen Avery MD 3rd ed pp xxxiv+919 illustrated £11.70 Philadelphia &c.: WB Saunders 1971 A further edition of this useful book has now appeared; it has the charm and authority pervading it which can only be associated with the writing of competent enthusiasts. The main author brings to bear his immense experience and knowledge over a very wide field. The advice is sane, uncluttered, surprisingly comprehensive and well backed by references. Actual and hypothetical case records are used to make valuable points. It is well illustrated and the chapters written by the co-authors are lucid, helpful and, along with the rest of the book, have been written bearing in mind the practical problems arising in the care of the newborn. This is a book that can be strongly recommended.
DON HILSON
Textbook of Medical Treatment edited by Stanley Alstead CBE MD FRSE FRCP, Alastair G Macgregor BSC MD FRCP and Ronald H Girdwood MD PhD FRCP FRcPath 12th ed pp ix+677 illustrated £4.25 Edinburgh & London: ChurchillLivingstone 1971 It is often said that textbooks of medicine have had their day, and that since they are out of date before publication they are not only valueless but misleading. If this be so, textbooks of treatment must be even more surely outmoded, for treatment is far more at the mercy of the winds of change than is much of the information purveyed by general textbooks. Some doubt is thrown on this view by the fact that this 'Textbook of Medical Treatment' has achieved 12 editions and 7 reprints since its first appearance in 1939. The last of the original triumvirate, Sir Derrick Dunlop, has now retired and the editorial torch is worthily borne by Professors Alstead, Macgregor and Girdwood.
The present edition gives a succinct review of medical treatment in Scotland today. About onequarter of the book has been rewritten by authors freshly recruited and the remainder has been care-
